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The Tid of official secrécy

on the 1961 Cu

, q_fﬁiﬂy‘ complete, picture of American fliers

n invasion has slipped again. After
involved can be put to-
recruited, and their mission—in which four died.
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\ore details on the role ol Ameri-
cah airmen in the unsuccessinl Bay ot
piks invasion of Cuba were put on the
official record 1 Congress during the
hsing days of February.
As a result, facts long hidden behind
Lors of official secrecy by the Kemnmedy
inistration  began coming to light.
Jis now can be told:
e Al Jeast 18 Amcrican
s, navigators. radio  operators and
ght  enginecrs—were recruited  for
hmbat duty with the Cuban irvasion
e, :
e Four of these airmen were killed
. I: combat at the Bay of Pigs—a fact re-
'
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wied by “U.S.
fi January and now officially confirmty
_for the first time. TR
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were married; three. had- children. Their

e Widows of the four men now are
receiving substantial monthly payments
from . trust fund set up for them in a
New York bank. These payments are o
continue for lite. or antil remarrage. lu
envofit, of remarviage, their children. of
whigm there are five, will recrive pay-
ments monthly until they come ol age.

» Unofficially. the familias bave boeen
told the men are deady"Some insuranee
policies have been puid; noue are bein

challenged for proot of death. /But ol
the U.S. has said so far, ina State De-:
partment létter of Feb, 2, 1963,.is that’

‘the men” were on i nonstheduled cargo

“April 19,1801,
-, The pirmen, all civilians, - were re-
‘gruited se etly in January, 1861, by men
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ent down iri the Caribbean,

e - o . Lo
Below ore 3:.of 4 American mirmen now e rmed }o ‘have been’ killed in tha Bay of Pigs invasion, All
ows feceive phyments fron a trust fund in a Mew Yo

~who said‘t‘iéj:.ﬁr’éﬁreseﬁl«l an anti-Com-
~munist.Cubgn group.

All t‘mﬁéﬁ_detaﬂs began to unfold on
February 28, when Senator Everett M.
Dirksen of Minais, the Seuate Republi-
can Leader, said be had learned that four
American pifmen died in combat: it the
Bay-of Pigs: T

Before:the day Nvits 0uit, Senate’ Major-
ite LeaddriMike Mansfield, of Montana,
confirined  this,, He ‘said he wis ‘ohe of, @
few Congressrien: told about - the. deaths
at the time, dn t'\_sccretw})rie,ﬁng"bya‘thé. '
Kennedy, Adfinistration. He ‘suid he felt
{ree now to brgak his silence becatge of
the stgtement Yy Senator Dirk :
was not ‘it the {)rieﬁng. v
‘As the ; Dirksen and
- f'»‘-_)(coutitmtd an next. page

ork ,bunk
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